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SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO PANMUNJOM INCIDENT 

REF: STATE 211862 

1 . COMING AS IT DID IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NON-ALIGNED 
SUMMIT, THE PANMUNJOM INCIDENT AT FIRST BARELY ENTERED THE 
CONSCIOUSNESS OF SRI LANKAN POLTICIANS OR GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. LOCAL PRESS WAS FILLED WITH NAM ORATORY AND 

IT WAS NOT UNTIL AGUST 26 THAT THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED 
LEADING NEGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY, "CEYLON DAILY NEWS", TOOK 
NOTE BY PUBLISHING A PICTURE OF THE INCIDENT. OTHER 
NEWSPAPERS AND THE RADIO EARLIER CARRIED NEWS BULLETINS 
BASED ON WIRE SERVICE REPORTS IN STRAIGHT-FORWARD 
MANNER. THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL OR EDITORIAL 
COMMENT. 

2. GENERAL TENOR OF REMARKS BY POLITICAL COMMENTATORS 
IN PRESS AND ELSEWHERE MORE RECENTLY IS THAT NORTH 
KOREANS STAGED INCIDENT IN CONNECTION WITH NAM SUMMIT 
IN EFFORT TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR THEIR EXTREME 
POSITION E.G. PREMIER HO DAM'S STATEMENT AT FINAL 
FOREIGN MINISTER S MEETING (COLOMBO 3065). HAVING 

JUST HAD HEAVY DOSE OF NORTH KOREANS DURING SUMMIT, 

NO ONE SEEMS TO DOUBT THAT THEY ARE GUILTY OF STAGING 
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THIS VIOLENCE. MAIN REACTION, HOWEVER, IS TO 
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PUBLICLY AVOID TAKING SIDES ON THE MATTER AND A 
GENERAL NERVOUSNESS THAT THE MILITARY ALERT WHICH 
ENSUED MIGHT LEAD TO A RENEWAL OF ARMED CONFLICT IN 
KOREA WHICH MOST PEOPLE SEEM TO FEAR. FOR VARIOUS 
REASONS NORTH KOREANS HAVE BEEN UNPOPULAR IN COLOMBO 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS. THEIR RECENT BEHAVIOR WILL 
REINFORCE SRI LANKA'S NEGATIVE IMPRESSION OF THEM 
BUT IS NOT VERY LIKELY TO LEAD TO ANY DRAMATIC SHIFT 
IN SRI LANKA'S FOREIGN POLICY WHICH HAS BEEN MORE OR 
LESS NEUTRAL ON THE KOREAN ISSUE. (SRI LANKA 
ABSTAINED ON BOTH KOREAN RESOLUTIONS IN LAST YEAR'S 
UNGA). 

3. EXCEPTION TO ALL OF THE ABOVE IS THE COMMUNIST 
PRESS WHICH WAS THE FIRST TO PUBLISH DETAILS OF THE 
INCIDENT. IT THEN TRIED TO PEDDLE LINE THAT IT WAS 
ALL PART OF AN AMERICAN PLOT (COLOMBO 3217) ALONG 
SAME LINE AS NORTH KOREANS WERE TAKING IN POLITICAL 
RESOLUTION AT NAM SUMMIT CONFERENCE. 

REED 
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